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nous when their pay was in arrear.     In short the
French   army was partly feudal,  partly foreign, a
grievous burden to the country, yet wanting the co-
hesion and discipline necessary to make it an efficient
instrument of scientific  strategy.     Men fought, it
was said, in France, but war was only waged in the
Low Countries.     To lead his nobles in a dashing
cavalry charge had been Henry's glory; yet his first
care was the reorganisation of the French infantry.
By treating this as the most important part of his
army, he changed the character of that army.    It
had been feudal and mercenary, it became popular
and national.    This policy accorded with the tradi-
tions of the party he had once led.    Coligny and his
brother Andelot, successively  Colonels-General  of
the   French foot,  had attempted  to  improve the
organisation and to raise the importance of that arm.
Large sums  were spent   on buildings  of  public
utility and on the improvement of the towns, espe-
cially of Paris.    Under the Valois, Paris appeared a
mean and dirty town to travellers acquainted with
the cheerful magnificence of Italian cities, although
it contained some fine buildings, such as the reli-
gious   houses   in  their  vast   enclosures,   and   the
" hotels " built in the style of the French Renais-
sance, by great nobles or wealthy financiers.    Four
hundred   thousand   inhabitants  lived   in   nargrow,
crooked and filthy lanes, ill paved, and of course un-
drained.    The stories of the lofty houses, built of
lath and plaster, projected  on each side till they
almost met and excluded light and air from above,
while booths and sheds encroached on the narrow